99年度補助偏遠地區國民小學優良英語教師出國進修
考察研究報告
嘉義縣梅山國民小學
                              李淑惠
澳洲英語學習環境對國小英語教師之啟發
    綜觀此趟出國進修的過程，雖然只有短短十天，卻讓我收穫良多。首先，澳洲文化的沖擊，它揉合了西方文明的洗禮以及本身特有的移民文化，讓我大開眼界，同時也感受到在當地學習英語的自主性、趣味性。尤其，這十天我都居住在當地民宿，更能深切貼近當地人民的生活與想法，當地遊學風氣之盛行，確實有其引人入勝之處。
   其對於整體生態環境的戮力保護，對於家庭生活價值的重視，以及對於青少年自主學習的支持與保護政策，著實堪為我國制定相關政策之借鏡，另在兩國人民的教育觀、文化觀、以及休閒習慣等方面之差異，也都讓我留下深刻的印象，頗值得細細品味。總結來說，澳洲的總體英語學習環境，確實值得向所有國內的英語教師推薦。
The Specialty of Australia
         Shu-Hui Lee

Meishan Elementary School in Chaiyi County

Culture, people and lifestyle

Australia is a typical country of immigration. Since British immigrants set foot on this beautiful land of the date, there have been 120 countries from all over the world to Australia to make a living and development. As early as 1979, adhering to the ‘non-discriminatory immigration policy;’ the Australian institute of multiculturalism affairs to set up and its purpose is to raise awareness of cultural diversity, enhance social cohesion in Australian to promote understanding and tolerance.

Australia’s diverse culture and lifestyle reflect its liberal democratic traditions and values, geographic closeness to the Asia–Pacific region and the social and cultural influences of the millions of migrants who have settled in Australia since World War II. It is a product of a unique blend of established traditions and new influences. The country’s original inhabitants, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, are the custodians of one of the world’s oldest continuing cultural traditions. They have been living in Australia for at least 40 000 years and possibly up to 60 000 years.

The rest of Australia’s people are migrants or descendants of migrants who have arrived in Australia from about 200 countries since Great Britain established the first European settlement at Sydney Cove in 1788. In 1945, Australia’s population was around 7 million people and was mainly Anglo–Celtic. Since then, more than 6.5 million migrants, including 675 000 refugees, have settled in Australia, significantly broadening its social and cultural profile.

Today Australia has a population of more than 21 million people. More than 43 per cent of Australians either were born overseas themselves or have one parent who was born overseas. Australia’s Indigenous population is estimated at 483 000, or 2.3 per cent of the total. Many of the people who have come to Australia since 1945 were motivated by a commitment to family, or a desire to escape poverty, war or persecution. The first waves of migrants and refugees came mostly from Europe. Subsequent waves have come from the Asia–Pacific region, the Middle East and Africa.

Over 2% of Australian government funding is used for the development of culture and the arts. The majority of this funding is supporting the traditional arts and museums, libraries, art galleries and other cultural facilities and institutions.
About people and lifestyle, Australian loves music, he gets 8 large-scale orchestras. In term of popular music, Australian gets the fourth largest amount of music, and his rock music is growing strong. Australian employs 3,360,000 people to work on art, earning up to $13,000,000,000 per year.

   People here like to watch drama and art exhibitions. Australian gets the most consumption in books and magazines. Sydney Opera House may be regarded as Australian most unique buildings in the city logo. And they get 1,300 of art galleries, theatres and libraries to store their culture. His opera has a great influence in the world, even it originated from Italian, but Australian gives it a new connotation, from Nellie Melba to Joan Sutherland, Australian gives people many great opera singers.
Migrants have enriched almost every aspect of Australian life, from business to the arts, from cooking to comedy and from science to sport. They, in turn, have adapted to Australia’s tolerant, informal and broadly egalitarian society. 
Cultural Differences between Taiwan and Australia 
The Republic of China, Taiwan, being an Asian country and people being Chinese in background. However, Australia being western and traces back to English roots. There is a vast amount of differences in the two cultures. Taiwan being an eastern country while Australia is one of the western countries. Both governments run differently. Shop owners think differently. Even the people think differently. 
    Taiwanese in general are more conservative while Australians are more open-minded about things in general life. Taiwanese do things with the thought of saving face in the back of their minds while Australians do the same, in a way, it is not nearly at the same level as the Taiwanese. 
    The standard of living would be vastly different as well. Salaries are much higher in Australia when compared to Taiwan. There are still apartments where there are a minimum of three generations under one roof in Taiwan. While, it's unheard of in Australia, it's also not the norm.

    There also have many differences between Taiwan and Australia. First, in economy, from the research, one can find that Taiwan gets too much people that they gain only less money. Second, Australia is an immigration country but Taiwan is not, and may this point makes almost all the differences had listed. 
    Although the histories of Taiwan and Australia are very different, they have produced some commonalities. There are many similar points between Taiwan and Australia: both countries combined by racial groups of people; both people experienced war; both countries get nice art works; both countries get an aboriginal people. However, operas music and literacy words in Australia are influencing the world, they get their special animals like panda and kangaroo in the world.
About differences between Taiwan’s and Australia’s education, Taiwan’s classrooms are teacher focused while Australia’s classrooms are more student focused. In more simple terms, a Taiwan’s teacher is more likely to deliver the answer whereas an Australia’s teacher is more likely to give students some basic knowledge and subsequently expect them to do something with it. Furthermore, whereas Taiwan’s classes don't have a great deal of interactions between students, Australia’s classes do.

Although the teaching styles are expressed in all classes, it is the physical education class where the differences are most salient. In Taiwan, it is common to see a teacher standing in front of students demonstrating a skill. The students then copy it. In Australia, however, teachers usually aren't involved in the activity itself. Like a coach of a football team, he designs exercises that develop skills and subsequently tells students to do them. Students learn by doing, by interacting with other students, and by their own initiative. The teacher is more of a facilitator than an instructor. 

Arguably, the differences in teaching styles originate from language differences. The pictorial writing systems of Chinese can only be taught via teacher instruction followed by student repetition. On the other hand, Australian students only need to learn the 26 characters of the alphabet. Once they are mastered, teachers need to instruct students in grammar. 

There are strengths and weaknesses of each approach. The Taiwan’s approach encourages people to learn from others. This approach sometimes may cause problems when others say silly things, such as the myth that the old queen has been living in the moon for a long time. In such circumstances, silly ideas can be written in textbooks, taught by teachers and accepted without question by students. The students then make a fool of themselves by telling foreigners the old queen has been living in the moon for a long time. The Australia’s approach encourages individuals to express their ideas even if they are in contradiction to establish their thoughts. 

    Besides, when mentioned to the “hospitality” of both countries, Taiwan’s people pride themselves on their hospitality that expresses itself in many areas of Taiwan’s life. In country areas, a farmer may invite a traveller to their house and serve a banquet. The host is more than happy if the traveller leaves completely full and then falls down in a drunkard stupor. In cities areas, people often sit on the street drinking beer, and having a chat. If a friendly stranger passes by, they may welcome him to sit down and drink with him. 

Australians are a bit more suspicious of strangers than Taiwan’s people. Furthermore, there isn't a strong desire to be hospitable in order to give the stranger a positive reputation of their region of country. This cultural trait is probably a legacy of left-wingers who make a concerted effort to denigrate Australia. Because left-wingers want foreigners to dislike Australia, they make no efforts to be hospitable towards them. 

It is mainly in country areas of Australia where a Taiwan -style hospitality can still be found. In country pubs, Australians   behave in a relatively similar way to Taiwan’s people on city streets. They like nothing more than sharing a beer and a chat with a stranger. 

Moreover, in Taiwan, it is important to show consideration for others. Typical show of consideration includes sending a get well text message when a friend is sick, giving some health advice, or helping an elderly person down the stairs. While Taiwanese show consideration to their friends and acquaintances, public consideration is a bit lacking. For example, Taiwanese casually throw rubbish on the street, and men frequently smoke in public places. 

Australians are less likely to show consideration on an individual level. The general idea is that a person is able to take care of themselves and doesn't need well wishes or help. Receiving help, when it hasn't be asked for, is usually seen as annoying. Australians are; however, more likely than Chinese to show public consideration. Few Australians throw rubbish on the street and smoke in public places. 
At last, I would like to make a comparison about “family values” between two countries. Because Australia is populated by migrants and descendants of migrants, Australians don't have extended families as large as in Taiwan. Aside from having smaller extended families, the nuclear family in Australia operates in a different fashion to Taiwan. In Australia, each generation tends to be independent. Parents will support children until they are around 18, and then they concentrate on saving for their own retirement. Parents will then live independently until they are unable to care for themselves. When that occurs, their children will be put them in an old-age home, or convince their parents to live with them. 
In Taiwan, parents will almost bankrupt themselves giving their children every possibility in life. Huge loans may be taken out to fund the child getting an international education, or buying a home for the boys in the family. In return, the parents will move into their children's home once they get married. The living situation is not ideal for everyone. Taiwan’s men, like men all around the world, are not always fans of their mother-in-laws. 

Because parents share a very significant part of their child's adult lives, they naturally want to take part in the selection of their child's spouse. Nowadays, this is particularly unusual as youngsters are more likely to look for their spouse by their own will in Taiwan. 
PAGE  
1

